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Fifth Sunday of Lent – April 6 
 
Opening Prayer  

Pray together the responsorial psalm: 
 
Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 
 
R/ With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 
LORD, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 
to my voice in supplication.  
 

R/ With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 

If you, O LORD, mark iniquities, 
LORD, who can stand? 
But with you is forgiveness, 
that you may be revered.  
 

R/ With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 

I trust in the LORD; 
my soul trusts in his word. 
More than sentinels wait for the dawn, 
let Israel wait for the LORD. 
 

R/ With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 

For with the LORD is kindness 
and with him is plenteous redemption; 
And he will redeem Israel 
from all their iniquities. 
 

R/ With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 
Activity for Responsorial Psalm (for your eyes only): 

This psalm and the entire Deposit of Faith claim that the ultimate cause of every human 
suffering is sin. The solution to sin is the Redemption, which includes both the forgiveness of 
sins and the elevation of human beings to life with God.  
 
Each person should respond in writing for his or her eyes only to this question: 
 

• What personal meaning does this psalm have in your life? 
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Response to responsorial psalm: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 1 Ez 37:12-14   

Have someone read aloud Reading 1: 
 

Thus says the Lord GOD:  
O my people, I will open your graves  
and have you rise from them,  
and bring you back to the land of Israel. 
Then you shall know that I am the LORD,  
when I open your graves and have you rise from them,  
O my people! 
I will put my spirit in you that you may live,  
and I will settle you upon your land;  
thus you shall know that I am the LORD. 
I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD. 

 
Activity for Reading 1 

According to point 992 of the Catechism,  
 

God revealed the resurrection of the dead to his people progressively. Hope in the 
bodily resurrection of the dead established itself as a consequence intrinsic to faith in 
God as creator of the whole man, soul and body. The creator of heaven and earth is also 
the one who faithfully maintains his covenant with Abraham and his posterity. It was in 
this double perspective that faith in the resurrection came to be expressed. In their 
trials, the Maccabean martyrs confessed:  

 
The King of the universe will raise us up to an everlasting renewal of life, 
because we have died for his laws. One cannot but choose to die at the hands of 
men and to cherish the hope that God gives of being raised again by him. 

 
Respond to the following question in writing: 
 

• What connections do you see between this Catechism point, the first reading, and the 
responsorial psalm?   
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Response to the Reading 1 activity: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Share responses with the group. 
 
Reading 2 Rom 8:8-11  

Have someone read aloud Reading 2: 
 

Brothers and sisters: 
Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
But you are not in the flesh;  
on the contrary, you are in the spirit,  
if only the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
But if Christ is in you,  
although the body is dead because of sin,  
the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 
If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,  
the one who raised Christ from the dead  
will give life to your mortal bodies also,  
through his Spirit dwelling in you. 

 
Activity for Reading 2 

The spirit, the Spirit of God, and the Spirit of Christ mean the sanctifying grace we received in 
Baptism through which we share in God’s life. The flesh means our condition before Baptism. 
 
Given those definitions, work with a partner to summarize the argument you think St. Paul is 
making here.  
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Summary of St. Paul’s argument in Rom 8:8-11: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Share responses with the group. 
 
Gospel Jn 11:3-7, 20-27, 33b-45  

Have someone read aloud the Gospel:  
 

The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, saying,  
“Master, the one you love is ill.” 
When Jesus heard this he said, 
“This illness is not to end in death,  
but is for the glory of God,  
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
So when he heard that he was ill,  
he remained for two days in the place where he was. 
Then after this he said to his disciples,  
“Let us go back to Judea.” 
 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus  
had already been in the tomb for four days. 
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
she went to meet him;  
but Mary sat at home. 
Martha said to Jesus,  
“Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. 
But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, 
God will give you.” 
Jesus said to her, 
“Your brother will rise.” 
Martha said, 
“I know he will rise, 
in the resurrection on the last day.” 
Jesus told her, 
“I am the resurrection and the life;  
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live,  
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 
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Do you believe this?” 
She said to him, “Yes, Lord. 
I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
the one who is coming into the world.” 
 
He became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said,  
“Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Sir, come and see.” 
And Jesus wept. 
So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.” 
But some of them said,  
“Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man  
have done something so that this man would not have died?” 
 
So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. 
It was a cave, and a stone lay across it. 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him,  
“Lord, by now there will be a stench;  
he has been dead for four days.” 
Jesus said to her, 
“Did I not tell you that if you believe  
you will see the glory of God?” 
So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus raised his eyes and said,  
“Father, I thank you for hearing me. 
I know that you always hear me;  
but because of the crowd here I have said this,  
that they may believe that you sent me.” 
And when he had said this, 
He cried out in a loud voice,  
“Lazarus, come out!” 
The dead man came out, 
tied hand and foot with burial bands,  
and his face was wrapped in a cloth. 
So Jesus said to them, 
“Untie him and let him go.” 
 
Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary 
and seen what he had done began to believe in him. 

 
Activity for the Gospel Reading 

According to the Catechism,  
 

Jesus links faith in the resurrection to his own person: “I am the Resurrection and the 
life.” It is Jesus himself who on the last day will raise up those who have believed in him, 
who have eaten his body and drunk his blood. Already now in this present life he gives a 



Fifth Sunday of Lent - 2014 Lenten Adult Education Series                                                      Page 7 of 8 

sign and pledge of this by restoring some of the dead to life, announcing thereby his 
own Resurrection, though it was to be of another order. He speaks of this unique event 
as the “sign of Jonah,” the sign of the temple: he announces that he will be put to death 
but rise thereafter on the third day. (CCC 994) 

 
Respond in writing to the following question: 
 

• How would you apply this Catechism point to the raising of Lazarus?  
 
Response to the Gospel activity: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closure Activity 

What one thing do you feel most moved to say about this “proclamation of the good news of 
Jesus Christ” (all the readings taken together)? 
 
Response to the central salvific meaning of these readings: 
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Practical Application (for your eyes only): 

What one thing do you resolve to do this week, based on this experience? 
 
Practical resolution: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer: 

Pray together again the responsorial psalm in the light of all you have learned and experienced 
this Fifth Sunday of Advent.  
 
N.B.: Because of the length of the Gospel reading for the Mass of Palm Sunday, read the 
Passion according to Matthew prior to the next, and final, meeting of this Lenten series.  
 
 


